52         THE INVISIBLE INFLUENCE

momentarily caught a glimpse of a serpent wending its way
slowly towards him, with a fascinating rhythmic movement of the
head and its eyes glued upon him the whole of the time. The
serpent had hypnotized him I I, then, took hold of my life-pre-
server and hit the beast forcefully upon the head several times
and then upon the neck, as it began to fall to the ground. Almost
immediately my friend was dehypnotized, spoke to me, and asked
what was my plight. When I faced him with the fact that he had
been hypnotized and that only a few moments ago he was about
to be killed by a serpent, he laughed at me thinking I was trying
some of my own hypnotic tests on him, in the waking state.
However, I soon directed his attention to the serpent which would
have taken his life. He then understood, but told me that he had
no recollection of the event at all, and that he did not even remember
seeing the serpent. How kind is Nature; how considerate the
serpent in making man oblivious to his fate, so saving him mental
and physical paini

THE GREATEST RULER IN THE WORLD

I then began to muse that hypnotism is the greatest and most
powerful ruler of this mighty world we live in. Daily we live
under its spell and unconscious of its influence. Indeed, it is a
state of mind in which suggestions both verbal and visual are
received as true, whether they are or not, and there is an irresistible
desire to carry out effectively the suggestions made. I began to
think for a moment how we live in a world of suggestion and how
we unconsciously imitate the actions of those whom we admire.
Even the child imitates the actions of its elders. We eat, dress and
live in accordance with custom which in its very essence is sug-
gestion. The power of suggestion and the power of the will
are surely very closely linked up together.

We sit at the feet of the great orator and every word he utters
has magic power, and for the time being holds undivided sway
in our minds. This. is exactly what happened in the days of
Jesus Christ, the greatest of all hypnotists, the Master Mind on
Earth, whose words had untold power. Did not the hymn-
writer record that, "No word from Thee can fruitless fall"?
When we listen to the great orator and are entranced for the time
being, forgetting that we are sitting in the edifice, but letting our
thoughts be carried away with the orator, we are, for the time
being, in a very mild and early suggestible stage of actual hypnosis
or hypnotism. In some way which we know not, the orator has
linked up in his mind with ours and by so doing has commanded a